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ICO General Research on Republic of Kosovo -2017 

1. Background Information: 
 

Government 

Capital Pristina  

Government Type Parliamentary Republic 

Administrative Division 

7 Districts: Ferizaj, Gjakova, Gjilan, Mitrovika, Peja/Péc, Pristina 
(Capital), Prizren 
 
38 Municipalities 
 

Population 
Total Population  1, 852, 341(2016)  

Ethnic Groups (2011 est.) 

Albanians 92.9% 
Bosniaks 1.6% 
Serbs 1.5% 
Turk 1.1%  
Ashkali 0.9%  
Egyptian 0.7%  
Gorani 0.6% 
Roma 0.5% 
Other/unspecified 0.2%                      
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Languages (2011 est.) 

Albanian (official) 94.5%,  
Bosnian 1.7% 
Serbian (official) 1.6% 
Turkish 1.1% 
Other 0.9% (includes Romani) 
Unspecified 0.1% 

Religions (2011 est.) 

Muslim 95.6% 
Roman Catholic 2.2% 
Orthodox 1.5% 
Other 0.07% 
None 0.07% 
Unspecified 0.6% 

Religions (2011 est.) 

                  

 

Literacy Rate 
Total population: 91.90% 
Male: 96.6% 
Female: 87.5% (2011 est.) 

Unemployment  
(youth ages 15-24) 

Total: 55.3% 
Male: 52.0% 
Female: 63.8% (2012 est.) 

Refugees and Internally 
Displaced Persons: 

IDPs: 17,000 (primarily ethnic Serbs displaced during the 1998-1999 war fearing 
reprisals from the majority ethnic-Albanian population; a smaller number of ethnic 
Serbs, Roma, Ashkali, and Egyptians fled their homes in 2004 as a result of violence) 
(2015) 

 

Bibliography:  CIA. The World Factbook. Kosovo. Web page: 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/kv.html  
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2. International Relations, Law and Situation on Human Rights: 
 

International Relations 

Principal International 
Organization 
Participation: 

International Bank of Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) 
International Development Association (IDA) 
International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) 
Organsation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF)(observer) 

European Union 
Membership: 

Kosovo is waiting in the wings to join the European Union as Kosovo's 
independence is not recognised by all EU countries, but the EU nevertheless views it 
as a potential candidate for membership 
 
EU Stabilisation Tracking Mechanism (STM) programme: Gradually integrate 
Kosovo’s policies on the legal, economic and social matters with EU, so that they 
could qualify for EU membership. 
 

 
 
 

Human Rights 

International Human 
Rights Treaties 
 
 

Currently Kosovo is not a 
member of the UN, but 

from the independence of 
the Kosovo they stated that 

Kosovo accepts all UN 
commitments and 

obligations under UN 
Charter. 

 

Article 16 (3) of 2008 
KOSOVO Constitution 

[Supremacy of the 
Constitution]  “The Republic of 

Kosovo shall respect international law.” 

 
 

Article 22  of Kosovo Constitution [Direct Applicability of International Agreements 
and Instruments]:   

Human rights and fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the following international 
agreements and instruments are guaranteed by this Constitution, are directly applicable in 
the Republic of Kosovo and, in the case of conflict, have priority over provisions of laws 
and other acts of public institutions:  

1. (1)  Universal Declaration of Human Rights;  
2. (2)  European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms and its Protocols;  
3. (3)  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Protocols;  
4. (4)  Council of Europe Framework Convention for the Protection of National 

Minorities;  
5. (5)  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;  
6. (6)  Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women;  
7. (7)  Convention on the Rights of the Child;  
8. (8)  Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment;  

“Admittedly, the world's youngest constitution, the Kosovo Constitution, offers a lot 
of space to, and provides for a “friendly” relationship with international law.” 
(Morina et al,, 2011) 
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An Overview of Human 
Rights Issues 

- One of the most serious human rights problems in 2015 was the parliament 
opposition which blocked free debate and the passage of legislation  
-Endemic government and private-sector corruption and lack of punishment for such 
acts 
- Discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender, ethnic minorities and persons 
with disabilities 
-Police mistreatment of detainees 
-Violence against displaced persons seeking to return to their homes 
-Restrictions on religious freedom including vandalism of religious property 
-Domestic violence 
-Child abuse and trafficking 
-Torture and other cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment employed by the 
government 
 

 
Concerning  Minorities 
Rights 

 
According to the Report “Filling the Vacuum: Ensuring Protection and Legal 
Remedies for Minorities in Kosovo”: Kosovo "lacks effective international 
protection for minorities, which is worsening the situation for smaller 
minorities and forcing some to leave the country for good". These minorities, 
not only include Kosovo's Serbs, but also Ashkali, Bosniaks, Croats, Egyptians, 
Gorani, Roma and Turks, who together make up around 5% of the population of 
Kosovo according to local estimates.  
Bosniaks: Bosniaks face increasingly limited recognition of their language rights. 
Bosnian is currently recognized for use with local authorities in only three 
municipalities. Bosniaks feel that in Kosovo their options are to assimilate, or leave 
for countries such as Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bosniaks displaced during the war 
have not returned for reasons similar to those of many from other smaller minority 
communities: a combination of bad memories, mistrust of the ability and willingness 
of local authorities to protect them, and lack of economic prospects in Kosovo. 
Croats:  Although previously a larger community, Croats residing mainly in Janjeva 
and Letnica in the south, but also in central and eastern Kosovo, now number no 
more than a few hundred. Their Catholic religious affiliation remains an important 
part of their identity. 
Gorani: Gorani note that ‘there is no budget for integration; this kind of work is left 
to NGOs’. Gorani also have little faith in the ability or willingness of local institutions 
such as the Ombudsperson or the criminal justice system to protect their rights.  
Gorani hope to be full citizens of Kosovo, but have bad experiences of the 
implementation of their rights, which has been nil. 
Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians: Roma have divided into three self-identifying 
groups, Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians. Ashkali and Egyptians largely speak Albanian 
as a first language and commonly live with Albanians in urban areas and villages. The 
latter differ from the former in that they consider their ancestry to be traced to Egypt. 
Those identifying as Roma generally speak Romany or Serbian and tend to live in 
mixed Serb/Roma or single ethnic villages and enclaves scattered throughout 
Kosovo. Lack of official documentation and non-registration are a fundamental 
problem for many Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians. Non-documentation affects their 
ability to access basic economic, social and legal rights such as health insurance, social 
assistance, education and access to courts. The OSCE has highlighted that lack of 
civil registration may even lead to statelessness. Lack of registered title and 
documents also impedes Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian return to the informal 
settlements they occupied before the war. 
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Serbs: Security is one of the main on-going concerns for Kosovo Serbs, but 
economic development, employment and education are more pressing problems. On-
going concerns about security and discrimination arise from the failure to address and 
clarify past crimes against Serbs and other Kosovars. There are language barriers and 
a separate Albanian and Serbian health and education systems are a further 
complicating factor for integration. 
Turks: According to the Law for Use of Official Languages on 2 November 2007, 
Turkish is no longer recognized as an official language in some municipalities where 
Turks have been living for centuries. Turks cannot correctly spell their surnames in 
identity documentation. This is in contravention of the right to official recognition of 
names written in minority languages, under Article 11 of the Council of Europe’s 
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (FCNM), 
applicable in Kosovo since 2001. Turks also face a lack of school textbooks and 
official education documentation published in their own language.  The result, in 
combination with bad economic conditions and a lack of jobs in which Turkish 
language can be used, is that many Turks are migrating to Turkey for higher 
education, or permanently. Despite having lived in Kosovo for five centuries, they 
feel that, with the lack of official recognition of Turkish language and identity, the 
only other option is assimilation. 

 



	 6	

This report was prepared by ICO’s human rights researchers, for more information please send us an email: 
info@internationalcommunities.org  

 

Human Rights Researchers :  Ravina Mehta and Ingr id Cely Torres  

 

 


